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industry, they approach the settlements and children have been
known to meet them on the way to school. They subsist on the
thick shoots of the dense bamboo grass until the salmon come up
the rivers, when they adopt a fish diet, easily procurable in
the shallow waters. From November till April they hibernate.
There is no doubt whatever that these bears exist in very large
numbers, undisturbed in the uninhabited and unvisited forests.
The island of Uruppu, adjacent to Yetorofu, is devoid of them
but the Japanese Government is experimenting there with fox-
breeding on a large scale. Although successful the results that
were expected have not been attained. The foxes are said to be
liable to epidemics. Salmon there are everywhere in vast
quantities and two thousand have been known to be caught in one
cast of the nets. They ascend the little rivers in such profusion
that they are described as being at times three or four deep in
their progress up-stream. From the small footbridges in some
of the settlements I watched a continuous passing of salmon and
salmon trout in water not more than a foot or two deep.
Although it was only the first week in September, snow had
already fallen and was lying in patches on the mountains, but
the weather, so treacherous in these regions, was favourable.
The sea was calin and the sky blue, and no fog was encountered
until the last day and night of the voyage. But by the end of the
month winter will have come—or at the latest early in October—
when the fishermen must store their nets and abandon their
dreary huts and return to Hokkaido or to such of the rare coast
villages as are permanently inhabited. Then the blizzards begin
to blow and great ice-floes come sailing down across the sea of
Okhotsk and the coast freezes and there is nothing to do but sit
over the stoves or cut firewood. For five months all communica-
tion with the outer world ceases except through the wireless
meteorological station at Shana in Yetorofu,
At some of the places that the steamer visited we went ashore,
to walk in long wet grass along the banks offish-laden streams or
on the outskirts of the forest amongst bushes of white hydrangea
and great clumps of single deep-red roses. Wild flowers bloomed
in every direction, carpeting the earth with colour. But spring
and summer are crowded into four short months and the rest of
the year is ice and snow and fog and loneliness*
Reader, never, never sing in your bath. It is a custom of
positive barbarism. It disturbs your fellow-men and it upsets
the universe. Listen and mark what happened to me.

